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INTRODUCTION

“This book comes as a result of research for my studies in Local and Applied
History in 1995. This was ma e 1o describe a church, but I feel
that these stories and history 1 have found are also the Church. It may be
used as part of a history of Appin or for family histories that contain some of
is heritage. On my visits to St. Bedes, I have often met others also drawn
there and discussed with them their research

M. Holmes

PREFACE

Itis recorded in the Sydney Herald of 18 December 1837, that ‘The Founda-
tion of the Roman Catholic Chapel was laid at Appin last week by Bishop
Polding.” No date was given. Father John Joseph Therry, the first officially
appointed Catholic Chaplain to the colony. thus began in that same year, the
construction of the Appin Catholic Church. Since its final completion in 1841
it has had a long and checkered history.

One of its proudest claims is to be the oldest Catholic Church on the main-
land in continuous and exclusive use as a church. On 27 February 1978 the
National Trust classified the church and adjacent cemetery as ‘one of the
finest Regency Gothic churches to have been built by the Roman Catholic
Church in Australia. The interior is remarkable for

It is with great pleasure therefore, that I welcome this booklet as a further
addition to the recording of the history of St Bede’s - a

tion, not only of the physical building tself, but also and most importantly, of
the faith and committment of its Pastors and people, both past and present.

May this booklet be not only a source of information, but of inspiration. espe-
cially for those who come after us.

Father Christopher G. Sarkis
PARISH PRIEST
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churches have
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ntinue (o be
tional Church

In 1848 it is recorded that Appi
population began to fal
the Post Office dire

Roman Catholic school opened in Appin in 1836 with Micl 2el O Rourke n
charge. In 1838 mass was b lebrated in a cottage built for this purpose
by the District Constable.

It was Father Therry who made the decision to build a church at Appin and
by 1837 he £150in donations for this purpose. On 4
1837 an agrecment was signed by James Corter o
12 of the church. The rate
ing and sixpence for quarry

nd sixpence for laying the stone.’

Bishop Polding laid the foundation stone and dedi
cember of the same year. The building was referred to by Pol

dated November 16, 183

1 have not received the particulars respecting the Church
0 be bers, or the names
of the Trustees rec 3 pich would
enable me 1o make application to the Government; The

The church was first d e
ely by Bishop
ne was changed. |

e Order to whic!
both he and the Bishop
John Bede Sumner and John Bede Pol

The main structure of the church was con
il § Oc

King Sreet
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SKETCH SHOWING LOCATION OF PRESBYTERY, SCHOOL, CHURCH AND CEMETERY
M_HOLMES 1995




843 Dean John Grant was transferred from Da
lain. to be the Parish Priest of St Bedes. In 1845 the
presbytery was built on the church land to the west of the church on
Road and King Street. Until this time both Father S
rant lived at the Camphx

At the end of
where he was cl

comer of Ma
and Father
tive terms.

ner
own presbytery during their respec-

MATERIALS

St Bedes Church is built of fine sandstone which is believed to have been
quarried locally near where the Bulli Road crosses Kings Falls. A close
study of the construction of this stonework indicates that it w
stages by different tradesmen. The second stage commences w
B vl o e SN e St e
inish than the second stage which are much rougher and gener-
lerin size.

smoother

ally sma
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ry. However this e

LEFT: ST BEDES
AS T IS TODAY
M. HOLMES 1995

RIGHT: ST BEDES IN
EARLIER TIMES WITH
THE WOODEN TOWER

AIRDS HISTORICAL
SOCIETY




The internal stone walls are plaster rendered and
roof timber is of cedar whilst the timber floor is of blackbu
bers are very
loors they prov

U years wh

Is0 of timber are now painted brown. The windows are all of a bubbly semi-
transparent glass with the exception of the cireular window in the tower. The
skirting board is also painted brown. The timber of the pews and kneelers
s been stained. It is probable th e, the window
d the architraves is of Ba is was used around

the timber for this fur
i pine for much o

Builders

William Murphy was the mason for the first stage of the building. He signed

workman'’s receipt for £13 on account of Appin Chapel dated November
1, 1837.1 He was apparently paid off some time after Therry left the area.
In 1842 he signed a retrospeet receipt that he had received £99/13/- from
Therry. A Hugh Murphy was later employed by Polding but in view of the
difference in work itis felt they were not the same person though both si
with a cross.

William Murphy built e first stage up to the sill level. Above this the courses
are reduced in height and rougher in texture. This new stage marks the work
by masons Michael O'Shea, Hugh Murphy, Danicl Connors and Wlliam
O'Brien who were employed by Polding on a piece-work system.' They
were hired in 1840.

The roofer and glazier was Thomas Slater who was paid £229/3/- on August
15, 1842.On March 11, 1843, Edward Whittle was paid £77/10/- for flooring.

ig. sanctuary floor and platform, Sanctuary railing. Another carpenter.
Robert Leslie, was paid £22/10/- for unspecified work. These payments were
made by Fr. Goold, the parish priest in Campbelltown.
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STYLE

St Bede’s, Appin, has been described as 7

perfect extant exam
er example of the architec

hn Joseph T

ded more windows than was usual. That he used these is p
his Irish background as it was consider
the times compared with English churc
been influenced by a church in his natiy
the time he left Ireland in 1920." The
taken while the wooden belfry was s

down to

lowing photograph is an early one
n the tower.

AN EARLY VIEW OF ST BEDES C. 1866
ST JOHNS CAMPBELLTOWN

‘The pointed arches on the doors and windows, the barge boarded
the crenellations on the belfry shown in the photograph, are features
architecture - a term that has been used when referring to the pre-Victo
phase of the Nineteenth century Gothic Revival.”

-1l
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FEATURES AND
FURNISHING

FLOOR PLAN OF THE CHURCH
M. HOUMES 1985
1 ALTAR 2 STEPS TO ALTAR 3 ALTAR SCREEN 4 STATUE

OF MARY
STATUE OF JESUS 6. SANCTUARY CHAIRS 7. L

E NAVE



NOTE THE
PEW END ABOVE BAPTISMAL FONT - NOW USED AS STAND.
FOR HOLY WATER FONT - WITH ANGEL
M HOLMES 1935
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THEFOUNDATION STONE

VIEWS OF THE PORCH.
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flected on many other headstones in this cemetery:

ese headstones.
Irish nationality are shown on these headstor s>
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e slabwiththe

John Smith was born in the Parish of vr_ﬁﬂ:__
nd. His grave is surmounted by a flat san

g Edwarl

ry and

Elizabeth Byme, Catherine O'Rourke, _,._____ r“
Haughey were natives of County Down, Irela
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Malachy Ryan came from Borrisoleigh in the County of Tipperary. His
cadston of sandstone and the inscription is becoming difficult to

We become aware of tragedy in the lives of these parishioners. Edward

Callaghan was accidently Killed at the Nepean Waterwaorks on 10 Novenm-
ber, 1882, aged 32 years. There are graves of two who were accid nily
killed at Cataract in 1906. They are Mathew Dowling and James McCue
(see page 31). This was during the construction of the Cataract Darn, In

more recent Limes there have been deaths associated with the Appin coal
mines. The war affected this community also, and in the cemetery are graves
of ex-servicemen. Among them is Flight Lieutenant P. C. Lysaght wh 4 ed,
aged only 39, in 1948 shortly after the Second World War

Another headstone that tels of tragedy is that of George Joseph Humphries,
the son of George and Catherine Humphrics who was accidently shot on

25th December. 1882 aged only 23 years tragedy for Christmas Day

Therc are a number of headstones that tell of a hushand dying and leaving a

- énd nine or more children. Both Timothy Fahey in 1350 ang James
ihey in 1883 died leaving a wife and nine children. Willigm ¢ lynch
died at 46 leaving a widow and nine children. He was 0 the G
Of John Barkley Haydon who worked as a gardener ot the State Ny
Campbelliown for thirty years uniil it closed in 93 Joh
family grave with his grandfather.

is bur

Some of the graves of young children tell of great s,

adness. M.
graves of young childre

1 this cemetery are in graves with

am Carberry who moumed his
months. He erected the sandstane
There are the two Luck children - Vicu

“ged four whose simple inscribed marble cros,

fant so
memorial for

S Was erected by




ABOVE: THESE MARBLE
CALVARY CROSS
HEADSTONES
MARK THE GRAVES OF
THE LUCK CHILDREN

RIGHT: THE GRAVE OF
ETHEL FRANCES FAHEY -
M. HOLMES 1995.
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Street Sydney: W Pritchard, Picton: F W. Rose: Woods & C
unconsecrated ground, one iy
2 at Cataract Dam. He
and as the resuly of
esumed he was 3 C.

MRS =
.Aucust \.Amﬁ. .

JOHN HENRY JOHNSON AND
M. HOLMES 1995

he base that w

possi
was with a g
a brawl wag
athol

Because
burieq

and so he was




am

ls0 possible th
n Appin, was buried
probably
graves are thought 10 be n
east corner of the cemetery.

The cemetery has been extended to
columbarium for housing the a:
cemetery are like those in many of

edy. some have
A number rses from the bible, some mention a tragedy. som “_; 1
f p c esquiescat i
the THS symbol, and still others have Latin phrases such as Resquiescat
Pi

the Celtic

also have the shamrock on
them indicating that the per-
son was Irish

RIGHT: THIS HEADSTONE
ELABORATELY CARVED IN
MARBLE, SHOWS THE
SHAMROGKS ON IT. IT
MARKS THE GRAVE OF
EMMA HEWITT WHO DIED
AT MINTO IN 1910

M. HOLMES 1995

CHURCH RECORDS

The records of baptisms. burials and marriages are not all available. In fact
the early records could not be found for a time. Then the first register of
burials for the Appin Parish was given to Father Whitty in 1979 by Father
Rheinberger, Parish Priest of Picton. This register was then sent to the dioc-
esan archives at Wol 2
buried, age. ship’s name. quality or profession, and by whom burial was per-
formed. Ship's name refers to the ship that brought them to Australia. This
column s rarely filled in with the ship’s name but occasionally has the word
native” which denotes birth in the colony

Appin was a Catholic parish from 1836 to 1903. Then because
dhing population. St Bedes was made an outstation of Picton Parish from
190310 about 1930. Then it became part of St Johns Parish in Camphelltown
until 1977 when Father Whitty became Parish Priest of Appin Parish. St
Bedes again became part of Campbelliown Parish on the death of Fr. Tom
Drake about 1985. In the carly part of 1995, St Bedes joined the newly
formed Rosemeadow Parish Containing southern suburbs of Campbelltown,
A search for the records was made
Picton there are only v

ot its dwin-

a1 Picton and ar Campbelltown. At

. f burials. At the time inyestigy

. . gated, St
Johns in Campbelitown ¥ one Regisier of Deaths that started in Jan.
vary, 1954. Some entries were fo .

und bug E
e but most of them do not have head.

H.Wh H&.v“”.._mh.-h.wﬂ,.nj et found stared in the Picton district. These
N a computer datahase .H-:rci 0 four sepurate smal Indeney ey placed
Records Index. ™ These reconds ateq -, O"PIE form as The Catholic
included in the N § cords also include some entries that ywe,
ages Indexes,
for baptisms,
documer 2 Appin,
arations by the po.

were
Piled into an nge

The registers are
ST are Dot always,
0N i i, These eyt

X.

complete

one registe
carly cotries y, 8ister had ony

one
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appointed 10

OTHER CHURCH BUILDINGS

A repont was compiled tell
10 have separate divisions for boys and
land should be given 1o a number

chool and presbytery * A

deats rmngs op 1040 st These was s s Anglien sl g Mt
1w schools were run by the Deominational Schools Board. The Anglican
school closed prior to the Catholic one. In 1868 the new Public School was
‘opened. It scems that since Appun was 3 peedominantly Catholic town it was

Suppon 1w schools adeuately. Conseuently the Catbolic School

busldng other than the church on ihe land is a oilet block
about where the school hac been

SOMEEARLY PARISHIONERS

Froma study of the cemetery and information from publications. the iollow
detals of some of the carly parishionen can be made known. There are
1 many more storics tha could be tokd

Many names found in
Appin today. Bourkes st

cemetery are still names o
e 2 Blassom Loxige. Appareny

3.



operty Street. He remained a batchelor

s 1 as a cattle dealer. He

e for the rest

m a short dist

wrence D’Arcy and his wife El-
len were granted 190 acres that he
amed Spring Valley. There are st
D'Arcys at Appin at the garage on
the comerof Appin Road and the Bulli
Road

A large number of people by the
name of Byme are to found in burial
records at Appin. James Byme had

1 of 200 acres. His
wife Susan was a general storekeep-
erat the trn of the centur so
kept the Post Office for a time, Eliz-
abeth Byme came from County
Down in Ireland.

received a

THIS HEADSTONE MARKS THE GRAVES
OF JAMES AND SUSAN BYRNE
M. HOLMES 1995,

Michael Brennan had an early grant

of S0:acres between Windmill Hill and i
Appin. He died in 1855 aged 76. Nicholas Carberry,the ather of baby W
Jiam who died in 1842, bought the Union Revival Hotel which was formerly
the Appin Inn, from William Sykes. He held the licence until 1842 when it
was transferred o William Rixon.

S in 1873,
John Dwyer died in 1844 at the age of 68. He had been Constable in 1823

and had received a grant of 100 acres near Macquariedale. When he Wt
appointed he was given two constables to assist him. His son, John, was

-40

the committee of the Roman Catho

ool in 1873 and had eight children.

Timothy Fahey worked on the Sydne
oft
other Faheys. He was a brother to Elizabeth Stanton who was known as
Granny Stanton. She was the mother of ten children all of whom she reared
successfully. She was a great support to anybody in trouble. One of her

hments was making blackberry wine. She gathered the fruit
n the banks of Ousedale Creek. close to her home. She died in 1874 at the
age of 60.

Water C:

as a stone mason. He
family as did some of

e

Malachy Ryan died only days before Granny Stanton, also at the age of 60.
He was a native of County Tipperary in Ireland. In 1824 he was the Chief
Constable at Appin but was dismissed from office when a brawl broke out at
the Union Hotel and a man by the name of Lynch was ki

2

Michael O'Rourke was the first teacher at the school. He died in 1849, aged
76. Thus he must have been over sixty when he opened the school.

LEFT: THE HEADST ROURKS HOW
L g%ﬂmm wv qm-smf o1 & (ROURKE) IN SANDSTONE SHOWS
e TYLE WITH THE IDEA OF A GREEK TEMPLE
HEADSTONE OF MALACHY RYAN - M. HOLMES 1995
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Read this headstone of Charles
Cooney and be aware of many
¢ was 4 native
nd

se
nscribed we know his death was

sudden. Ch: ad a sist

HEADSTONE OF CHARLES COONEY
M. HOLMES 1995

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS*

rated its cent
On Sunday, 21 September 1941, St Bede's Church celebrated its cen

od guests
Many former parishioners fravelled to be present. Among the __w./.,_,,_._ﬂ_r :,____,,r_
were descendants of the pioneers who built up the churc sl
Mass presided over by Right Reverend Monseignor P. A pors KD
assisted by the Very Reverend Monseignor Toohey and Re o
was celebrated at 11am. The Celebrant of the Z:/A/ was Fr g
Campbelltown, with er as deacon and Fr. Gleeson ,,__/ e Duyer
ster of monies was J. Mulheren. The choir n::,_L:v. e
Waratahs, poppies and azaleas decorated the sanctuary

spiring disco!

an interesting and i <
the building 1!

rst subscribers

Fr. McGovern gav
st of the names of the

During the M:
He also read a
church 100 years before,

e local hall where over 100 were
ed 81, of Kildare Farm, was the
cidents that hap-
ts had been mar-

O'Halloran. Another speaker was Mr. Barkley Haydon, who at one time
was the Superintendent of the State Nursery at Campbelliown. The Parish
Priest gave special thanks to Mrs. Hewitt for the donation of the memorial
gates. The centenary birthday cake was rather unique. Mrs. Le Petit made
itas a replica of the church and adomed it with one hundred candles.

THIS PHOTOGRAPH IS OF THE
CAKE MADE AS A REPLICAL OF ST
BEDES FOR THE CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS IN 1941
PHOTOGRAPH LENT BY
MARGARET PERSEN

INCONCLUSION
On 27 February, 1978 the
adjacent cemetery.” The
One of the finest Re.

Roman Catholic Chy,
intactness

National Trust classified St. Bedes, Appin and the
reasons given by the Trust for the
gency Gothic Churches to have
rh in Australia

listing were,
been built by the
the interior is remarkable for irs



APPENDIX I
SAINT BEDE

Saint Bede was known as The Venes He lived between 672
735 most o nd in the Cor
umberland. At the age of seven he went to the monastry a
h where he began his education. At first he studied under Be
Jarrow where he lived after Wear

2 the dis )
rvance of the mosastic disc

His leaming covered two b
and sacred scriptures.In his great histor
Angles. he gave an account in Latin, of christian
1 our knowledge of

 the best traditions of monastic scholarship devoted to the < :,H
in the service of God. It was not until Bede was thirty that he was ordaincd
a priest.

10 his disciplined
v

ing. He was given the U

day is on 27 May

JOHN BEDE POLDING

ad in 1794 and ordained i

n Bede Polding was bom in Liverpoc .
1819 It was in 1535 that he arrived in Sydney, Australia. He consecrated St
Mary’s as his cathedralin the following year, In 1842 he became Archbisho?
of Syduey. During his time in the church he saw the priesthood in AUt

grow from eight o twelve dioceses with 135 priests. Within its administtio”

FATHER JOHN BEDE SUMNER - ST JOHNS
CAMPBELLTOWN

APPENDI
WINDOWS

for when the windows
were replaced in the st
that they exist today. How-
ever it would appear that
was about 1950 as other
Photographs in the Ivor G
Thomas Collection feature
the new style, These photo.
eraphs are all dated circa
1950

WINDOW iy
u mqm-wcn S CHURCH - CIRCA 1950 8Y DR THOMAS
PIOM CAMPEELL TOWN & ARDS HSTORICAL SOCIETY
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